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PROJECT OVERVIEW
Attainable Homes has conditionally purchased, from the Joint Use
Coordinating Committee of The City of Calgary, the land immediately
south of the Genesis Centre for the purpose of constructing a 100 - 200 unit
multi-family affordable homeownership development.
Attainable Homes is a non-profit organization, created and owned by The
City of Calgary, working to help moderate-income Calgarians achieve
quality homeownership.
We are very excited to create homes here for hard-working Calgarians; this
area is in high demand by our clients. The site offers proximity to numerous
amenities including the well-loved Genesis recreation facility.
Attainable Homes is committed to being a good neighbour. We have a
proven track record of working with communities to ensure we provide a
design that is reflective of, and even enhances, the surrounding
community.

ENGAGEMENT OVERVIEW
To begin the engagement process, we met with the vice president of the Martindale Community Association in early
2014. Shortly thereafter, we spoke at the Martindale Community Annual General Meeting informing community members
of our intentions to purchase the surplus site south of The Genesis Centre from The City of Calgary. This AGM was very well
attended as residents were keen to learn details of the airport runway expansion project. We received no comments of
opposition from the general community members in attendance.

In summer 2015, we met with the Land Use Committee of the Saddle Ridge
Community Association and the Martindale Community Association prior to
hosting a public open house in September at the Genesis Centre. Again,
we received supportive feedback.
2016 consisted of various meetings with the governance board of the North
East Centre of Community (NECC) and the president of the Martindale
Community Association.
Early in January 2017, we provided written notice to the community
associations in the area informing them of our rezoning application
submission to The City of Calgary. On January 31st, our president, John
Harrop, was interviewed on RED FM, with a Punjabi translator, to help dispel
some mis-information that had been spreading through the community
that our proposed development was a drop-in shelter. In March, we
hosted a second public open house at The Genesis Centre.
Approximately 50 people attended. In April, the Saddle Ridge Community
Association Planning Committee initially requested to meet with us but
then later declined indicating they had no opposition to the development.

Public Open House Notice – September 2015

Both open houses were appropriately advertised including paid advertising
using BRITE Signs along Falconridge Blvd for two weeks in advance of the
event. We posted notice on our Attainable Homes website, Facebook, and
Twitter pages. We also reached out to neighbouring community
associations requesting they post notice on their social media channels.
The offices of Ward 3 and 5 assisted by forwarding notice to their
community association contacts to encourage them to inform their
community members of the open house.

Public Open House Notice – March 2017

Display Information – March 13, 2017 Open House

Note: Full images available at www.attainyourhome.com/community-engagement

What We Heard
As mentioned, we heard no comments of opposition during our meetings with the Martindale Community Association nor
with attendees at the community’s Annual General Meeting. Further, we received no opposition during our meeting with
the Land Use Committee of the Saddle Ridge Community Association. Upon meeting with the NECC (Genesis Centre
Governance Board) in 2016, we learned of their concern that our proposed development would negate the use of the
property as overflow parking for large events that occur at the Genesis Centre facility.
In January of 2017, The Mayor’s Office received a form letter from neighbours citing concerns regarding loss of
greenspace, safety concerns, and decrease in property values.
In June 2017, Calgary Council held a public hearing on the rezoning application. The following table summarizes the
comments cited at the public hearing, many of which were expressed to us at our public open houses.

Comment/Concerns Our Response
Not enough parking to
accommodate large events at
The Genesis Centre.
(Mentioned 8 times)

A multi-family development will
contribute to traffic congestion.
(Mentioned 8 times)

We recognize that the site on which our proposed development is to occur is
infrequently used as overflow parking for major events at The Genesis Centre. We
have offered that we can incorporate an underground parkade into our design to
accommodate any additional parking needs. Unfortunately, this adds a significant
amount to the project budget and we would require assistance from The Genesis
Centre to cover the extra costs. We have learned that the Centre is unable to
contribute.
A Traffic Impact Assessment was conducted in preparation for the construction of
The Genesis Centre in 2008. At that time, the consultant assessed traffic impacts to
The Genesis Centre based on the assumption that this property would host a 400unit multi-family development. Our proposal is for a 100 - 200 unit development, well
below the original assessment.
We have since approached the same consultant to confirm the 2008 findings
based on today’s traffic demands in the area and the original assessment still holds
true.
We anticipate that The City will request a new Transportation Impact Assessment as
part of our Development Permit application.

There is a lack of
green/recreational space in the
community.
(Mentioned 8 times)

We can certainly appreciate the need for greenspace or recreational space in our
city. However, there is also an immense need for homes that are affordable for
average Calgarians to own. A recent study by EKOS Research determined that only
11 per cent of Calgarians feel that homes in our city are affordable. This is why we
exist—to reduce the barriers for hard working Calgarians to achieve
homeownership. Ultimately, City Council will have to decide, of the two values that
Calgarians hold dear – green space and affordable homes – which is in higher
demand in this particular location.

There was a lack of public
engagement.
(Mentioned 8 times)

We communicated with the established committees, associations and
organizations along with the general public to the best of our ability. We started
very early in 2014 meeting with the Martindale Community Association, the formal
entity through which the community is to be represented. We were pleased to have
access to a well-attended Annual General Meeting and, from these meetings, we
received no opposition.
We have engaged the NECC/Genesis Centre and have enjoyed productive
meetings.
In addition to the meetings with the relevant committees and societies. We hosted
two public open houses in fall 2015 and spring 2017.

Martindale already has a high
population density.

This argument is not one we can respond to. We leave the calculations on
community density and the associated decisions regarding the most appropriate
places in which to develop housing to city planners and City Council.

(Mentioned 4 times)

Not enough done to overcome
language barriers.

This is a challenge that we are learning how to address. We will work to ensure that
moving forward, we are working to incorporate a variety of languages into our
presentations and notifications.

(Mentioned 3 times)

Public rezoning signs were not
visible enough.
(Mentioned 2 times)

This comment was referring to the notice that The City of Calgary posts at the site of
a property under a rezoning application. Hearing this feedback to The City has
alerted us to undertake our own signage as a proponent to ensure that notice is
adequately received on any future proposed developments.

Positive Response
While there is a segment of the population that is opposed to this
development, there are also its supporters. At the public open house,
we heard from people who are keen to see attainable homes available
in this community. A single mother and her two sons are diligently
working to budget during this period prior to construction to ensure they
are able to receive mortgage preapproval.
Two older women expressed interest in ownership opportunities for
seniors. A single-man shared his excitement at the potential for him to
establish roots in a community that he loves. Another described the
ease with which new immigrants might enter into the ownership market.
We have also received emails from potential purchasers who currently
live in the northeast asking how they mght be able to pre-purchase
units. We know there is a demand for near-market homes in this area.
We know that for many people in these cultural communities,
homeownership is the goal.

Next Steps
On June 12th, City Council provided first reading, the first of three required approvals, to proceed with the proposed land
use change. The final decision on the land use amendment is scheduled to come to City Council on September 11th,
2017.

